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that a mere declaration by an outside body would bring the
millennium to India. Anyone would have thought that
they had all been reading too much Lin Yutang and had
taken their ideas of history from him. All history of the
endless strife between races and religions throughout India's
recorded existence was blandly ignored. Calculations and
expectations were based, apparently, on the intriguing but
baseless theory that all inhabitants of the peninsula had
been men and brothers without a trace of friction between
them before the wicked invaders from the West came to
teach the wicked lessons of war in the havens of peace and
idyllic pursuits. On the economic side, they were founded
on what can only have been a touching faith that two ears
of corn would grow where one grew before as soon as the
sowers sang to the fields that the heel of the foreign despot
had been lifted.
Independence has changed the character of the illusion ;
but it has not removed or weakened it. To-day's talk is
filled with articles of faith as bewildering as the confidence
in the efficacy of independence to cure anything from
nation-wide famine to an ingrowing toenail.
One of the tenets of the new illusion is that the Indian
is in need of protection from evil influences brought to
bear by foreign movies. Some films sent over from the
United States this year have been formally and solemnly
debarred from exhibition in Indian cities " because sexual
aspects of these films might have an adverse effect on public
morals."
Well, really! American producers do at times turn out
some very poor movies. Probably plenty of them ought to
be barred as inartistic, corny, or just plain dull. Others
might suitably come under a ban as a result of their tendency
to glorify brutality. But as for sex ! That reasoning does
not make sense at all.
The announcement of this decision amused me so much
that the temptation to tease my friend Misri, who was
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